Discovery Teaching
NOVEMBER 3, 2019
First Look


November 3, 2019
Bible Story Focus: I can thank God for my family.
Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz • Ruth 1–2
Memory Verse: “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart.” Psalm 111:1, ESV
Key Question: Who can you thank for everything?
Bottom Line: I can thank God for everything.
Basic Truth: God made me.
Here’s What the Morning Looks Like:
Gathering Game



Moving Houses


Plant the Field


Making My Family


Worship 

Large Group Teaching   

Play BIBLE STORY VIDEO and have snack

Small Group Activities

1.
Memory Verse with Motions
2.
Pattern Houses
3.
Bubble Dance Party
4.
Journal and Prayer

Playtime-if time allows

Dismiss

Gathering Game
Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom and begin engaging with peers and Small Group Leaders by providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing new concepts they will hear in the day’s Bible story.  Prepare to offer one or more of the following activities as Your 3-, 4-, or 5-year-olds arrive. 
1. Moving Houses
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: “House” Activity Page; red, green, blue, and yellow cardstock (one piece of each); and wall tape
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “House” onto the four colors of cardstock. Use the wall tape to secure the four colored house pictures to the wall in four corners of the activity area at a child’s eye level.
During the Activity: Gather the children in the center of the activity area. Point out the four houses in the corners of the room. Identify the color of each house together. Instruct the children to move to a certain colored house. Once all the children have arrived, call them back to the center to repeat with the other colors. Continue as time and interest allow.
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Do you see the pictures I’ve hung the corners of the room? What are the pictures of? (Pause.) Yes, a house! What colors do you see? (Pause.) Great job! I see a yellow, green, red, and blue house. Listen to my instructions as I call out a certain colored house. When I do, I want you to move to that house by walking quickly. Ready?”
During the Activity: “Okay, friends. Please move to the yellow house! (Pause.) Great job! Now come back to the center here with me. Please move to the green house!” (Continue with activity.)
After the Activity: “You certainly know your colors! And you did a great job moving to the correct house each time. In our Bible story today, we’ll hear about some people that had to move and go to a new house.”
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by pretending to pack your belongings and then carry them so you can move to a new place. Items to pack and move: toys, clothes, plush animals, games, books, dishes, bikes, shoes, etc.
2. Plant the Field
Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to follow guidelines while having fun and learning new concepts

What You Need: “Field Cards” Activity Page, cardstock, scissors, small basket, and bag of mini yellow pom-poms
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “Field Cards” on cardstock and cut on dotted lines. You will have four separate cards. You will need one card for every three children. If you have more than twelve children, make duplicates of the cards as needed. Place the pom-poms in the basket and place it in the middle of the table. Lay the cards on the table around the basket. 
During the Activity: Assign one card to three children. Invite the children to look at the picture of a basket on the left side of the card. Help the children identify the number. Instruct the children to pick out that number of pom-poms from the basket in the middle of the table and put them in the basket on the page. Challenge the children to place the pom-poms on the dots/lines of the garden on the right side of the card. Ex: If the number in the basket is four, then there will be four dots in the garden. 
After the Activity: When the children have finished with their cards, allow them to switch cards with other groups. Continue the activity until the children have had a turn to place seeds on all four different cards. 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “Let’s plant seeds in our fields!” 
During the Activity: (Give each group a card.) “Look at the basket. Do you see a number in the basket? (Pause.) Awesome! What is the number that you see? (Pause.) That is correct. Now pick out that number of pom-poms and plant them in the field on the paper. (Point.) Each dot is where a seed should be planted. (Do activity.) Nice job! There is another basket on the card. (Point to bottom basket.) Let’s do it again!” (Finish activity.) 
After the Activity: “You did such a great job planting the field. We are going to talk about a woman who went to a field to find food in our Bible story today.” 
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by pretending to plant seeds in the ground as you walk to the story area. 

3. Making My Family **
Made to Imagine: An activity that lets preschoolers pretend, imagine, and role play to enhance their learning
Be sure to list the items you will be using today on the “Allergy Alert” and post it at the door to your room.
What You Need: “Allergy Alert” and “Play-Doh Person Mat” Activity Pages, cardstock, several different colors of Play-Doh®, and a laminator 
(NOTE: Since children will be using Play-Doh to fill in hair and facial features, make sure to provide colors that work for these like black, brown, and yellow for hair, pink for lips, etc.)

What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “Allergy Alert” on cardstock and hang it on the door. Copy “Play-Doh Person Mat” on cardstock and laminate. Set one mat at each spot at the table. Place the tubs of Play-Doh in the center of the tables.

During the Activity: Encourage the children to stand or sit in front of a mat at the table. Explain that they will make their family out of Play-Doh using the mat in front of them. Ask them to think about the color of their mom’s eyes, hair, and mouth and add those to the page. As they finish one family member, children may carefully remove all the Play-Doh and start creating a different family member. Remind children not to mix the Play-Doh colors.
After the Activity: Remove all Play-Doh from the table and return it to the containers. Set Play-Doh mats aside.
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “On the mat in front of you, some things are missing—like hair and eyes and a mouth and nose. Do you know the color of your mom’s hair? What about her eye color? On the mat in front of you, I want you to use the Play-Doh to fill in the missing features of the people in your family. So pick someone in your family to start with—like your mom or dad—and make the mat look just like her or him! Remember not to mix up the Play-Doh colors. Keep each color separate!”
After the Activity: “You did such a great job creating portraits of the people in your family. God gave us families, and they are awesome. Today we’ll talk about a family in our Bible story that took care of one another. So fun!”
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by calling out different family members and an action like “raise your hand if you have an uncle” or “stomp your feet if you have a baby brother” as you walk to the story area.
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Create a safe place to connect through activities that are written to reach every learning style while reinforcing the Bottom Line that was introduced during the Bible Story and applying it to real life experiences. Offer as many of the following activities as your time, facilities, resources, and leadership allow. 
1. Memory Verse with Motions 
Hear from God | Memory Verse Review 
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Say the Memory Verse and do the following motions in front of the children. I will give thanks (thumbs to chest) to the Lord (both hands point up) with my whole heart (both hands over heart), Psalm 111:1. (Open hands like a book.)
During the Activity: Say the verse again with the motions and invite the children to do it with you. Repeat several times. 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “I am going to say our new Memory Verse today. Everyone watch me! I will give thanks (thumbs to chest) to the Lord (both hands point up) with my whole heart (both hands over heart), Psalm 111:1.” (Open hands like a book.)
During the Activity: “Now let’s do it all together! Are you ready? (Pause.) I will give thanks (thumbs to chest) to the Lord (both hands point up) with my whole heart (both hands over heart), Psalm 111:1.” (Open hands like a book.)
After the Activity: “Our Memory Verse tells us that we should thank God for everything. Who can you thank for everything? [Bottom Line] I can thank God for everything!”
2. Pattern Houses
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Think: An advanced activity specifically designed for older preschoolers

What You Need: “Pattern Houses” Activity Page; yellow, blue, red, orange, purple, and green cardstock (one of each color); and scissors 
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Copy the Activity Page onto the six different colors of cardstock and cut on the dotted lines. You will have a total of 24 cards. 
During the Activity: Lay the cards in the activity area. Challenge the children to work together to make patterns with the cards. Call out a combination of three colors, such as: blue, yellow, red. Instruct the children to select the colors you called out and place them in a line that that order. 
After the Activity: Continue the activity by adding more cards to the combinations. You may also repeat colors as desired. 
Examples of possible combinations: 
3 colors:
Blue, yellow, red 

Green, blue, green

Red, purple, blue 

4 colors:
Blue, blue, red, red

Yellow, red, orange, green

Orange, orange, yellow, green

5 colors:
Green, green, blue, green, blue

Purple, yellow, orange, red, blue

Purple, green, purple, green, yellow

6 colors:
Green, green, green, green, red, red

Red, yellow, green, red, yellow, green
Red, yellow, green, blue, purple, orange
What You Say:
Before the Activity: “We are going to make patterns today. Listen super closely so that you know which patterns to make.” 
During the Activity: “We are going to make our patterns out of houses. In our Bible story today, we learned that Ruth and Naomi were family and found a new place to live. When I call out colors, use the cards (point) to make a pattern of those colors. Let’s do one together. Red, yellow, green. (Demonstrate by making the pattern.) You guys work together to make the next one! (Pause.) Nice work! Let’s try again, and add more colors!” (Continue the activity.) 
After the Activity: “That was great work! We made patterns out of the houses. We can thank God for our houses, and we can thank God for our families. We can thank God for EVERYTHING! Who can you thank for everything? [Bottom Line] I can thank God for everything!”
3. Bubble Dance Party
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn

What You Need: Bubble solution, a music player, and the monthly song
What You Do: 

During the Activity: Gather the children in the activity area. Blow bubbles. Play the monthly song and encourage the children to pop the bubbles as the music plays.
What You Say: 
During the Activity: “Let’s pop some bubbles to the music!”
After the Activity: “Bubbles are so fun. Raise your hand if you love bubbles. God gives us so many awesome things like bubbles and friends and music! There are SO many things to be thankful for—more than the number of bubbles we popped today! Who can you thank for everything? [Bottom Line] I can thank God for everything.”
4. Journal and Prayer
Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer

What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at Psalm 111:1, ESV. Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group. 

LEADER: “It’s Journal time. Today we are going to pretend to pick up food off the ground and put it in our baskets like Ruth did in the story. Come on! Let’s gather some food!

(Encourage the children to pretend to put food in baskets as you lead them to your Small Group spot.)
“Wow! You really filled up your baskets! Let’s sit down now and talk about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me!
 “Our Bible story today was about a family that helped one another. Do you remember how Ruth helped Naomi? (Pause.)
“Great memory! Ruth went to work in the fields every day to get enough food to take to Naomi so they would have something to eat. 

“Do you remember how Boaz helped Ruth and Naomi? (Pause.)
“You got it! Boaz told his workers to leave enough food so Ruth could fill her basket.

“Do you think Ruth, Naomi, and Boaz were thankful for their family? (Pause.)
“I do, too! We can be thankful for our family. We can thank God for everything! Who can you thank for everything?”
TOGETHER: [Bottom Line] “I can thank God for everything!”
LEADER: “And I have the perfect Bible verse for us to learn so we can remember to thank God for everything. It says this.
 “I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, Psalm 111:1.
 “Let’s stand up and say our new Bible verse with the motions. Just say what I say and do what I do.”
TOGETHER: “I will give thanks (thumbs to chest) to the Lord (both hands point up) with my whole heart (both hands over heart), Psalm 111:1.” (Open hands like a book.) (Repeat the verse with motions a few times.)
LEADER: “You sound great! Thanks for saying that with me! Let’s sit down now so we can write in our journal and pray.
 “Today we are going to make a list of people in our family and how they help us. We can use the list when we pray to thank God for our family.

“When I say your name, tell me one person in your family, and I will write it in our prayer journal.
(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so the children can recognize their names and the letters.)
“This is so sweet! Thank you! Now we can use our list when we talk to God. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?”
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)
Prayer

SGL: “Dear God, thank You for our family. They help us in so many ways! [Child’s name] wants to thank You for how [family member’s name] helps them [way they help]. (Repeat for each child.) In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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