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The Lion Sleeps Tonight
Bible Story: The Lion Sleeps Tonight (Daniel Is Thrown Into a Den of Lions) • Daniel 6

Bottom Line: Honor God by giving Him credit.

Memory Verse: Love one another deeply. Honor others more than yourselves. Romans 12:10 (NIrV)
Life App: Honor—Letting someone know you see how valuable they really are
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what.
The Level this Week:

Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Thank God for being a God who is worthy of our honor and worthy of the credit we give Him. Thank God for the example of Daniel, who pointed to God and gave Him credit no matter what consequences he faced. Pray that we would all have that kind of courage to honor God in our daily lives.

Gathering Game


Morning Chat

Paper Quilts
Play opening video and provide snack

Worship

Large Group Teaching

Play 252 Bible Story video

Small Group Activities

1. Who is the Roaring Lion?
2. Honoring God All Day Long

3. Memory Verse Quilts

4. Pray and Dismiss
Playtime if time allows

Dismiss

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience today’s story. 
1. Morning Chat
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: “Quilt Piece Templates” (Activity Page); craft paper or magazine pages; scissors
What You Do:

· Welcome the kids by name as they arrive. 
· Place the craft paper/magazine pages and the “Quilt Piece Templates” in the center of the small group area.

· Instruct the kids to use the templates to cut out shapes from the paper. They will need several cut outs of each shape.

· As they’re cutting out quilt pieces, ask:

· How do you show honor to others?

· Have you done any of those things this week or last week, as we’ve been talking about honor?

· How has someone shown honor to you?

· What does it feel like when someone honors you? 
2. Paper Quilts
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Quilt cutouts from Morning Chat, “Quilt” Activity Page, glue sticks, markers
What You Do:

· Encourage kids to glue the paper pieces they cut during Morning Chat time onto the “Quilt” Activity Page to create a paper quilt.
· Make sure the kids write their names on the back of their quilts.

· Collect the quilts to use during the Memory Verse Activity.

What You Say:

“Your quilts are beautiful! People have been making quilts for hundreds of years as a way to honor someone. [Transition] In our Bible story, we’ll hear about how someone chose to honor God even in a pretty scary situation. Let’s go find out what happened.”
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through interactive activities and discussion questions.
1. Who Is That Roaring Lion?
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body

What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do:
· Circle up the kids to sit on the floor. 
· Select a child to be “it” and sit in the center of the group with his or her eyes closed.
· Tap one kid on the shoulder to quietly approach the kid in the center, roar, and then quickly return to his seat. 
· Warn kids not to roar directly into anyone’s ear and not to roar too loudly if they’re close to someone’s head.

· When you say, “Open your eyes,” the kid in the center will try to guess who roared. 

· If correct, the child in the center remains in her spot for another round. If incorrect, the child who roared moves to the center.
· Play for several more rounds and then review today’s Bible story with the questions below.

Points of the story to review:
· What was the crazy rule the guys who were jealous of Daniel came up with? (For the next 30 days, everyone in the kingdom could only bow down and pray to King Darius)
· What would happen if someone was caught NOT following the rule? (They’d be thrown into a den of hungry lions)
· When Daniel heard about the new rule, what did he do? (He kept praying to the one true God, just as he had before)
· What happened to Daniel? (He was thrown into the lions’ den for not following the rule, but God protected him from the lions and kept him safe)
· What did the king do when he realized that Daniel was unharmed? (He was so happy and he recognized who God truly was—the one TRUE God worthy of honor and praise)
What You Say:
“Can you imagine what it must have been like for Daniel, knowing that his choice to pray to God could mean being thrown into a den of hungry lions? Why do you think Daniel chose to trust God, even with that crazy law? (Pause for responses.) Daniel knew that God was bigger and more powerful than a hundred hungry lions. And in the end, even King Darius understood that only God was worthy to be honored and praised. Daniel knew that you should [Bottom Line] honor God by giving Him credit.”
[Make It Personal] (Talk to the kids about how you honor God by giving him credit for the good things He’s given you.  How do you regularly show Him honor? Do you thank Him in prayer, come to church and worship Him, give sacrificially, etc.) 
2. Honoring God All Day Long
[Live for God | Application Activity]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
What You Need: Bag or bin containing “Honoring God Pictures” Activity Page OR use actual items: a box of cereal, a lunch bag, a book, a ball, a small pillow or blanket, a shoe, a toothbrush, a small toy, a stuffed animal, an umbrella, a bottle of water, and a dinner plate.
What You Do:

· Place all the items in the bin/bag so the kids cannot see them.
· Pass the bin/bag to the child on your left.
· Each item or picture represents a time of day when we can honor God. 

· Allow the kid on your left to select a picture or item and then share one way they could honor God by giving Him credit at that time of day. 
· Continue passing the bag/bin around the circle so everyone has an opportunity to share.
· For example: If a child selects the box of cereal, she might say, “God, thanks for this food that will make my body strong.” Or, “God thank You for the day ahead. Remind me that you are with me.”
What You Say:

“We have opportunities every day to stop and honor God. We don’t have to throw God a huge party to show Him honor. What are some small things we can do to show God how much we love Him? (Pause.) Great answers, friends! I think one important thing we need to do is to simply thank God. We should thank Him for loving us, for giving us good things like our family and friends, and for sending Jesus. The Bible tells us that every good and perfect gift comes from God. So let’s make sure to notice those good things this week and to [Bottom Line] honor God by giving Him credit.”
* 3. Memory Verse Quilts
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing

What You Need: Paper quilts from Social, markers, and Bibles
What You Do:

· Pass out the paper quilts the kids made earlier.
· Look up Romans 12:10 and review it together as a group.
· Pass out the markers, and ask the kids to add the verse to their page. They can write the words any way the choose and decorate the page.
· When kids are finished, engage them in a conversation about what it means to live this verse out in their lives.

· What does it mean to honor others more than yourselves?

· What is one way you can show love to one another? 

· How can you honor God this week? (HINT: Since God wants us to love and honor others, one way we can honor God is to do just that!)

What You Say:

“Your quilts are beautiful. What a great month we’ve had learning about honoring God and honoring others! Remember, God deserves ALL honor. He made you. He loves you. He sent Jesus to die on the cross and raised him back to life so that we could have a relationship with Him forever. There isn’t anything you could ever do that could separate you from God’s love. When we love others deeply and honor others more than ourselves, we’re honoring God, too. Let’s choose to [Bottom Line] honor God by giving him credit.”
Pray and Dismiss
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity]
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application

What You Need: Index cards, pencils
What You Do: 

· Give each child an index card and a pencil.
· Encourage the kids to write down a prayer to God, showing Him honor, using the following pattern:

· First, name some things you know about God. (God, You are awesome, holy, loving, strong, etc.)

· Next, thank God for three specific things. (Thank You for my family, my friends, and my church.)

· End with, “In Jesus’ name, amen.”
· Explain why we say, “In Jesus’ name” and “amen” at the end of our prayer. (Suggested conversation below.)
· When finished, lead the kids to pray these prayers out loud together at the same time.
· Encourage the kids to take their prayers home and pray them before the Thanksgiving meal with their families OR before another family meal this week. 
· They could also encourage family members to write their own prayers using the same formula above.

What You Say:

“Do you know why we say, ‘In Jesus’ name,’ and, ‘Amen,’ at the end of our prayers? (Pause for responses.) When we say ‘In Jesus’ name,’ we’re giving God credit for what He’s done for us by sending Jesus! Because of Jesus, we can have a relationship with God and talk to Him, always! So when we say, ‘In Jesus’ name,’ that’s one way we [Bottom Line] honor God by giving him credit.
“The word ‘amen’ means ‘so be it.’ When we pray and say, ‘Amen,’ we’re all agreeing with the prayer that’s been prayed. So, right now, I want you to hold your cards up and pray the prayer you’ve written on your cards, out loud, together at the same time. When you’ve finished listing your three things you want to thank God for, listen to the friends around you and let’s all say, ‘In Jesus’ name, amen,’ together.”
As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to show off their paper quilts and the prayers they’ve written so they remember to [Bottom Line] honor God by giving him credit.
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