Discovery Teaching

FEBRUARY 26,  2020
First Look


February 23, 2020

Bible Story Focus: We can love like Jesus.
Love Others • John 15:12

Memory Verse: “Love each other as I have loved you.” John 15:12, NIV 
Key Question: Who does Jesus love?

Bottom Line: Jesus loves everyone.
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 
Here’s What the Morning Looks Like:
Gathering Game



Train Track


Trains Memory Match


People

Worship 

Large Group Teaching   

Play BIBLE STORY VIDEO and have snack

Small Group Act
1.
Memory Verse Bridge
2.
Get On Board
3.
Parachute
4.
Conductor’s Hat

5.
Journal and Prayer

Playtime-if time allows

Dismiss

Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction 
Activities that encourage preschoolers to enter the classroom and begin engaging with peers and leaders by providing age appropriate and hands on fun while introducing new concepts they will hear in the day’s Bible story.  Prepare to offer one or more of the following activities as Your 3-, 4-, or 5-year-olds arrive. 

1. Train Track 
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: Train track on the floor from Week One
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Have the children stand next to the track. 
During the Activity: Start calling out colors of the children’s clothing for them to get on the train. “Everyone who is wearing blue, please board the train. All aboard!” Continue calling out the colors until all of the children are standing on the train track. 
After the Activity: When all of the children are on the track, instruct the children to hold onto the shoulders of the person in front of them and walk on the track while pretending to be a train. 
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “All aboard! When I call out a color, look to see if you are wearing that color. If you are wearing that color, hop on the train.” (Point to track.)
During the Activity: “Everyone who is wearing blue, please board the train. All aboard! Great job! Everyone who is wearing yellow, please board the train. All aboard!” (Continue the activity until all children are on the train track.) Awesome! Everyone is on the train! Hold onto the shoulders of the person in front of you and let’s chugga-chugga around the track!” (Finish activity.) 
After the Activity: “Way to go! We are going to hear all about how Jesus loves us and how He wants us to love each other.” 
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by pretending to be a train on the way to the story area. 
2. Trains Memory Match
Made to Play: An activity that encourages preschoolers to follow guidelines while having fun and learning new concepts

What You Need: “Memory Game Cards” Activity Page, cardstock, and scissors
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy the “Memory Game Cards” Activity Page on cardstock and cut on dotted lines (two copies per activity). Shuffle the cards and lay them face down in a grid pattern on the table.
During the Activity: Gather the children around the table, and let each child take a turn turning over two cards to find a match. If a match is found, allow that child to take a second turn. If not, play moves to the next child. Once all matches have been found, identify the pictures on the cards. Then shuffle the cards, lay them face down, and play again as time and interest allow.
After the Activity: Gather cards for clean-up.
What You Say: 

During the Activity: “Do you see the cards here? Let’s take turns turning over two cards to see if you can find two pictures that match. Pay attention as friends turn over the cards so you can find a match when it’s your turn!”
After the Activity: “Let’s see. We have an engine, a train car, a caboose, and a heart! I LOVE trains! We can remember that when it comes to love, it’s like the conductor calling, ‘All aboard!’ Everyone is welcome because [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone! Let’s hear more about that in our Bible story! All aboard the love train, friends!”
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by chugging like trains along a track.
3. People 

Made to Imagine: An activity that lets preschoolers pretend, imagine, and role play to enhance their learning
Be sure to list the items you will be using today on the “Allergy Alert Poster” and post it at the door to your room.
What You Need: “Allergy Alert Poster,” cardstock, craft sticks, markers, and several Play-Doh® containers with Play-Doh in them
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy “Allergy Alert Poster” on cardstock and hang it on the door. Place the Play-Doh containers (with Play-Doh inside) in the middle of a table in the activity area. You will need one container per four children. Place the craft sticks and markers on the table. 
During the Activity: Guide the children to draw faces on the tops of the craft sticks with the markers. Help the children push the bottoms of the sticks into the Play-Doh containers so that the sticks look like people standing up. 
After the Activity: Encourage the children to place as many people in the containers as possible. 
What You Say: 

Before the Activity: “Today we are going to talk about how Jesus loves EVERYONE!” 
During the Activity: “We are going to make a lot of people to show that Jesus loves EVERYONE! Use the markers to draw faces on the tops of these sticks. (Point.) Let’s see how many people we can make together.” (Do activity.) 
After the Activity: “WOW! Look at all of the people! Jesus loves everyone! I cannot wait to hear all about how Jesus loves us and wants us to love everyone, too!” 
Transition: Move to Worship and Story by holding hands with everyone as you walk to the story area. 
Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect

Create a safe place to connect through activities that are written to reach every learning style while reinforcing the Bottom Line that was introduced during the Bible Story and applying it to real life experiences. In addition, these activities provide preschoolers with an opportunity to build relationships with their Leader.
Offer as many of the following activities as your time, facilities, resources, and leadership allow. 

1. Memory Verse Bridge 
Hear from God | Memory Verse Review 
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: No supplies needed
What You Do: 
During the Activity: Gather the children in the activity area. Have two leaders stand, facing each other, and hold their hands up over their heads to create a bridge. Instruct children to walk under the “bridge” one by one, creating a circle, as you repeat the words of the verse. For each repetition of the verse, when you get to the last word (“you”), leaders will catch the child in a hug with their arms, saying his or her name instead of “you.” This is the same movement you would complete for the song “London Bridge Is Falling Down” but without the song. Repeat so that every child has a chance to be “caught.”
What You Say:
During the Activity: “Friends! Let’s all walk under the bridge as we say our verse together! One you walk under, circle back around so you can walk under again! Let’s say our verse together as you go. Love each other as I have loved you, John 15:12.” (Do the activity.)
After the Activity: “That was SO fun! Because [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone, He wants us to love others, too! Who does Jesus love? [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone!”
2. Get on Board
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Think: An advanced activity specifically designed for older preschoolers

What You Need: “Train Boarding” Activity Page, cardstock, and markers 
What You Do: 

Before the Activity: Copy the “Train Boarding” Activity Page onto cardstock (one per child).
During the Activity: Pass out the Activity Pages and a marker to each child. Point out each character from our Bible stories for this month using the dialogue below. Encourage the children to trace the squiggly line on the page from the Bible story character to the train at the bottom. 
What You Say:
During the Activity: “Friends, do you see the train at the bottom of the page? There’s a picture of Jesus on the train. Why? Because everyone can get on board. [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone! See the three people at the top of the page? These were the people we talked about this month who learned that Jesus loves them too! I see the woman Jesus met at the well, and Zacchaeus, and the woman who was sad because no one would be her friend. Jesus showed each of them just how much He loves them! Let’s trace the lines on the page all the way down to the train car with Jesus.”
After the Activity: “What a FUN and awesome month we’ve had learning about Jesus and just how much He loves us. Tell me: Who does Jesus love? (Pause.) [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone.”
3. Parachute
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Move: An activity that uses a preschooler’s natural desire to move to help them learn
What You Need: Foam hearts and a parachute or sheet
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Lay the parachute flat on the floor. Place the hearts on top of the parachute. 
During the Activity: Ask the children to stand around the parachute with you, and invite them to each pick up a section of the parachute. Invite the children to shake their arms so that the parachute moves very fast. Encourage the children to try to bounce the hearts high in the air. Repeat several times. 
What You Say:
Before the Activity: “Hearts remind me of love. [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone!”
During the Activity: “Let’s play with the parachute! We are going to put hearts on the parachute to bounce high because Jesus loves everyone.” (Do activity.) 
After the Activity: “Awesome job! Jesus loves everyone. Who does Jesus love? [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone!”
4. Conductor’s Hat
Live for God | Application Activity
Made to Create: An activity that allows preschoolers to review the Bible story, Bottom Line, or memory verse by creating a craft 

What You Need: Sentence strips (one per child), “Hat” Activity Page, cardstock, clear tape, and markers
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Copy the “Hat” Activity Page onto cardstock and cut on dotted lines (one per child). Set the sentence strips and markers on the tables. 
During the Activity: Give each child a “Hat” Activity Page to color. As they’re working, walk around the table, wrap a sentence strip around each child’s head, and secure it with tape. As children finish coloring, help them tape their hats to the front of the sentence strip.
What You Say: 
During the Activity: “Right here on the front of our hats it says, ‘All aboard! [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone!’ Use your markers to color your hats, and I’ll come around and help you secure them to the strip so you can wear them home.”
After the Activity: “Your hats look amazing! Remember: [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone. With Jesus, it’s always ALL aboard! Who does Jesus love? Say it loud! [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone.” 
5. Journal and Prayer
Pray to God | Prayer Activity
Made to Reflect: An activity that encourages personal application and prayer
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” in your Bible at John 15:12. Provide a journal and a fun-shaped pen for each small group. You will also need heart stickers as well as reward stickers or hand stamp for saying the Bible verse.

LEADER: “It’s Journal time. I have something for you to wear to our group spot today. It’s a . . . heart!

(Give each child a heart sticker.)
“This heart is to remind you that Jesus loves you with His whole heart. That’s A LOT!
“There! Everyone has a heart sticker because [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone. Who does Jesus love?”
TOGETHER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus loves everyone!”
LEADER: “He sure does! Now follow me! Let’s walk to our Small Group spot. 
“Here we are! Let’s sit down and talk about today’s Bible story. One, two, three, sit down with me!
“We have been learning a lot about how [Bottom Line] Jesus loves everyone. 
“Jesus loves people who are different than Him.

“Jesus loves people when they do something wrong.

“Jesus loves people when no one else does. 

[Bottom Line] “Jesus loves everyone! 

“And Jesus wants us to love everyone, too.
 “We have been learning a Bible verse that will help us remember that Jesus wants us to love everyone like He does.
 “Love each other as I have loved you, John 15:12.
“Did you hear that? Jesus told us to (point to verse in Bible): Love each other as I have loved you.
“Loving people is the best way we can show the world that we love Jesus and Jesus loves them. Let’s stand up and say that verse together with the motions so we can remember to love people the way Jesus loves us. Then, anyone who wants to say it by yourself can give it a try. I have my stickers/hand stamp ready!” 

TOGETHER: “Love each other (give yourself a big hug) as I (point up with both fingers) have loved you (bring fingers down and point all over the room at all the kids), John 15:12.” (Open your hands like a book.)
LEADER: “You sound amazing! You can sit back down, and when it’s your turn to say the Bible verse, you can stand up and say it.

(Say each child’s name. Make sure to give each child the opportunity to say the verse on his own. Have your stickers/handstamp ready to give when they say it.)
“I am so proud of you, [child’s name]! Here is your sticker/hand stamp!

 “Now it’s time to write in our journal and pray.
“Jesus did so many things to show people that He loves them while He was on Earth. Let’s make a list of things He did. When we pray, we can ask God to help us love people like Jesus.

(Say each child’s name and write down what they say. Remember to print the names so the children can recognize their names and the letters.)
Suggestions for ways Jesus loved people: helped the sick, forgave, listened, prayed for them, encouraged, said kind words, gave them food, taught them about God, told the truth, etc.)
“Wow! Jesus did a lot to show people that He loved them. Let’s pray and ask God to help us love like Jesus. Would anyone like to pray before I pray?”
(Give each child who wants to pray the opportunity to do so.)
Prayer

LEADER: “Dear God, Jesus is an amazing friend! He truly loves everyone. Help us to love like Jesus by (read the list the children made). We want everyone to know how much Jesus loves them. We love You, God. In Jesus’ name, amen.” 
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